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Message Text 


TAGS: SHUM, UR, US 

SUBJECT: JACK ANDERSON CONTRASTS SOVIET TREATMENT OF 
CHRISTINA ONASSIS AND PLENA KUZMENKO MARRIAGE CASES 


1 . THE FOLLOWING JACK ANDERSON COLUMN WHICH CONTRASTS 
SOVIET TREATMENT OF THE CHRISTINA ONASSIS AND ELENA KUZMENKO 
MARRIAGE CASES APPEARS IN THE 'WASHINGTON POST' ON AUG 25: 


2. "VISA SNAFU FOILS MOSCOW WEDDING 


3. "THREE WEEKS AGO, THE SOVIETS HAPPILY WELCOMED ONE OF 
THE WORLD'S WEALTHIEST CAPITALISTS. THE MARRIAGE OF SHIP- 
PING TYCOON CHRISTINA ONASSIS TO AN OBSCURE SOVIET SHIPPING 
OFFICIAL WAS HAILED AS A COMMUNIST COUP. 


4. "BUT LOVE DOES NOT ALWAYS TRIUMPH IN THE AUSTERE 
ATMOSPHERE OF MOSCOW. FAR MORE TYPICAL WAS THE F.XPF.RTF, NF,F, 
OF AMERICAN NURSE ELENA KUZMENKO. SHE, TOO, FELL IN LOVE- 
WITH A RUSSIAN, YURI BALOVLENKOV, A COMPUTER PROGRAMMER. 
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5. "THE COUPLE MET IN MOSCOW AND PLANNED TO MARRY. THEY 
FILED ALL THE DOCUMENTS THE SOVIET BUREAUCRACY REQUIRED. 
THE COMMISSARS EVEN SET A WEDDING DATE FOR THEM. 

6. "BUT THE BRIDE'S TOURIST VISA EXPIRED LESS THAN A MONTH 
BEFORE THAT DATE. SHE TRIED TO GET AN EXTENSION, WHICH 
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SHOULD HAVE BEEN ROUTINE. BUT WHEN SHE EXPLAINED SHE WANT- 
ED TO EXTEND HER STAY TO GET MARRIED. TWO SEPARATE SOVIET 
AGENCIES TURNED HER DOWN. 

7. "IN OTHER WORDS, THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES APPROVED HER 
MARRIAGE BUT WOULDN'T LET HER REMAIN IN MOSCOW FOR THE 
OCCASION. SHE APPEALED TO US OFFICIALS TO INTERVENE. THE 
SOVIET MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ASSURED THE OFFICIALS 
THAT SHE COULD RETURN TO HER FIANCE. ALL SHE HAD TO DO, 

THEY SAID, WAS LEAVE THE COUNTRY AND APPLY FOR A NEW VISA 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

8. "KUZMENKO HURRIED BACK TO THE UNITED STATES AND REAPP- 
LIED FOR A VISA. TWO WEEKS LATER, DESPITE THE BLAND ASSUR- 
ANCES OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, THE SOVIET EMBASSY INFORMED 
HER THAT HER VISA REQUEST HAD BEEN DENIED. 

9. "WHEN SHE PROTESTED, THE EMBASSY TOLD HER THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY NEVER PROMISED SHE COULD REENTER THE SOV- 
IET UNION, AND INDEED, KNEW NOTHING ABOUT HER CASE. SHE 
KEPT TRYING, BUT THE SOVIETS SUMMARILY REIECTED FIVE 
REQUESTS FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF VISAS. 

10. "BACK IN MOSCOW, MEANWHILE, HER FIANCE WAS WARNED NOT 
TO MARRY HER. HE FEARED HE WOULD LOSE HIS IOB, SO HE 
SWITCHED EMPLOYMENT. HE IS NOW MAKING ONE-THIRD OF HIS 
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ORIGINAL SALARY. 

1 1 . "FOOTNOTE: IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT THE SOVIET UNION 
SIGNED THE HELSINKI ACCORD, PLEDGING TO LOOK UPON MARRIAGE 
BETWEEN CITIZENS OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 'FAVORABLY AND ON 
THE BASIS OF HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS.'" CHRISTOPHER 
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